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Hello and thank you!  I am so blessed to have been called by you and to now be here as your new 
associate pastor.  I am also grateful for everyone who has warmly welcomed me and the 
opportunities I’ve already had to get to know you all better.  Keep them coming!  I’m working on 
learning names but learning your stories and personalities along with your names is even better!  
However, since an article is a little one-sided I thought I’d take the opportunity to share a little bit 
about me and my hopes for entering into ministry with you all!   
 
As many of you may already know, the three main focuses of my position here at Christ Lutheran 
are to be visitation, education and preaching.  And though it is only my third week here, I have 
already been diving into all three of these areas! In my first week, I was privileged to teach 
confirmation and spend several hours with some wonderful youth of the church.  I also was honored 
to teach the opening session on the Gospel of Mark for Faith University.  Education has always been 
a passion of mine.  I grew up with a father who was a professor, and even as a child loved to play 
“school” and couldn’t wait until I was old enough to go to school.  And once I did get to go I just 
kept going … for twenty-one years (kindergarten through seminary)!  It was in college that I became 
particularly interested and passionate about learning about the Bible, theology and religion.  My 
religious studies in college were not only a major part of my deepening faith life but also inspired me 
to go to seminary.   
 
I am excited to now dive into study with all of you and am especially interested in hearing your ideas 
about what subjects and/or formats of study are most helpful in deepening your faith life.  For 
example, does Faith University fit your needs, or are you looking for a study that you can do with 
your own small group?  Do you want to delve deeply into biblical study or do you need some time 
for devotion and practice in spiritual disciplines?  Whatever it is, I’m excited to hear your ideas and 
needs! 
 
I’ve also had the opportunity to start visitation with some of our members who have been in the 
hospital and was blessed to get to meet our Eucharistic ministers and hear about the amazing 
ministry that they are already providing.  I’m excited to be working with these wonderful volunteers 
to ensure that all members are getting the care they need.  We are also in the midst of visioning and 
exploring ways to expand visitation ministry, so be on the lookout for new caring ministry 
opportunities in the near future. 
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 Through God’s Grace we Joyfully, 
Receive…to Give 

     Learn…to Serve 
 and Worship…to Grow. 

 Worship 
Sunday Morning 

Holy  Communion 
At 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Education 
Sunday Morning -  
9:15 a.m. for All Ages: 
     Children 3 & up– Chapel 
     Junior High Youth: 
 Boys– Room 216 
 Girls  - Room 214 
     Sr.  High  – Room 206 
     Adults– Fellowship Hall 
 

Nursery 
A Nursery is available 
for children who are 
infants through 4 

years of age during 
Sunday morning 
worship and the 

Sunday School hour.   
 

Office 

Monday-Thursday from 
    9:00 a.m.-4:30p.m. 

Friday from  
    9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

210-822-3394 
office@clcah.org 

 



On Sunday, January 15, I preached my first sermon at Christ Lutheran.  If you were there, 
hopefully the invitation to “come and see” where Christ is at work in the world came 
through for you!  As a preacher, my prayer is that my eyes are opened to see how Christ is 
at work in the world so that I can better share who Christ is with you.  It is a job I 
approach with humility, knowing that my best preaching comes from being immersed in 
study and relationship with all of you and with God.   
 
It is with joy that my husband, David, and I join the community of Christ Lutheran and 
the greater community of San Antonio!  It is good to finally be here among you, diving 
into these three areas and more!   
 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Marie Purcell 

From Pastor Marie (continued from page 1) 
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Groups 
Bell Choir 
    Every Wednesday 
    6:00 p.m. - Room 203 
Bell Ensemble 
    Every Wednesday 
    5:30 p.m. - Room 203 
Book Club 
    First Tuesday  
    6:45 p.m. - Location TBA 
Dominos Group 
    First Thursday  
    9:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 
First Thursday Lunch 
    First Thursday  
    12:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 
Healing Prayer 

Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.  
Rode Prayer Chapel 

Hope Circle 
    Third Thursday  
    9:30 a.m. - Primrose House 
Joseph’s Sons 
    First Monday 
   6:30 p.m. - Location TBA 
Jubilate Choir 
    Every Wednesday 
    5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 
Lydia Circle 
    Third Tuesday 
    7:00 p.m. - Primrose House 
Men’s Breakfast 
    Second Tuesday  
    7:00 a.m. - Bill Miller BBQ 
    Nacogdoches & 410 
Quilters 
    Every Tuesday 
    9:00 a.m. - Primrose House 
Sanctuary Choir 
    Every Wednesday  
    7:15 p.m. - Sanctuary  
The Mulligans 
    Date, time & location TBA 
Young Women’s Group 
    7:00 p.m. February 9, at 
 20 Nine 

Other Groups meet during the 
year.  For information about any 

of the above groups, please 
contact our church office. 

On Sunday, February 26, Christ Lutheran is pleased to welcome Rev. Dr. Stanley N. 
Olson, President of Wartburg Theological Seminary.  Before becoming President of 
Wartburg Seminary in 2010, Rev. Olson served as the Executive Director of Vocation and 
Education in the church-wide offices of the ELCA.  In this role he has provided leadership 
for the church’s partnerships with its seminaries, colleges and universities, lifelong learning 
programs, outdoor ministries and campus ministries, as well as supporting young adult and 
youth ministries and guiding the ELCA candidacy program.  Rev. Olson also served as the 
Executive Director of the Division for Ministry of the ELCA from 2002 to 2005; Bishop 
of the ELCA’s Southwestern Minnesota Synod; senior pastor of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in New Ulm, MN; and associate pastor of First Lutheran Church in Duluth, MN. 
In the years between those parish calls, he served as a professor of New Testament at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. 
 
Rev. Olson has a wide range of experiences in the church and a depth of knowledge that 
he shares with grace and eloquence. We are excited that he will visit CLC and share his 
gifts with us, preaching at both services and speaking at Faith University at 9:15 a.m. on 
the topic, “Theological Education: The Formation of Professional Leaders for the 
Church.” 
 
Some fun facts about Rev. Olson:  

• He is Pastor Marie’s uncle … and he preached at her ordination service! 
• Our own Darwin Huartson served as youth director at First Lutheran Church in 

Duluth, MN at the same time that Rev. Olson was the associate pastor there. 

Guest Preacher and Teacher 
– Rev. Dr. Stanley N. Olson 
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Member 
News 

Births 
• Ian Thomas Kaib, son of 

Bethany  Holmes& Mike 
Kaib born on January 10 

• Emery Clair, daughter of 
Tim & Natalie Brown, 
grandchild of John & 
Claudia Malitz born on 
January 25 

 

Baptisms 
• Chloe Leigh Giesecke on 

January 8. Parents are 
Kevin & Shelley Giesecke, 
big sister is  Emily, and 
little brother is Nicholas 

 
 

Sympathy to: 
• Wayne Jessup and family 

on the death of Helen on 
January 3. 

• Paul Overstreet and family 
on the death of his father, 
James. 

• Greg Murphy on the death 
of his father, Terry. 

 

Praises To 
• Our faithful Sunday School 

teachers who show up every 
week to teach our children. 

• The Call Committee for their 
endless hours of work. 

• The Quilters who lovingly put 
together all the quilts which 
are shipped overseas. 

• Rosario Alferez for all her 
“behind the scenes” work 
which keeps us up and 
running! 

 

“Time is God’s way of keeping everything from happening all at once.” 
       -  paraphrased from Woody Allen 

  
We had so much going on at Christ Lutheran during Advent and Christmas, you would 
think it did all happen at once!  Fortunately, due to God’s creation of Time, it happened 
over four weeks so we had the opportunity to participate and be enriched by the wide 
variety of events during the season of the Messiah’s birth. 
  
For me, the highlights were many.  With Mary Overstreet’s artistic talents, Robert 
Teander’s leadership and a host of enthusiastic volunteers, our sanctuary was decorated in 
the spirit of the season - resulting in a beautiful and inspiring worship environment.  Our 
children delighted us with song during the lighting of the Advent candles each 
Sunday.  The Wednesday night Advent services using the Holden Evening Prayer offered a 
much-needed time of reflection and a mid-week reminder of the approaching birth of the 
Christ child.  The handbell concert by the River City Ringers was the perfect way to 
musically punctuate the season.  And David Kaufman’s service of Hope for the Holidays 
was well-attended by members and visitors who have lost loved ones and were seeking 
solace and community. 
  
We also had many opportunities to help others.  Over 20 members of our congregation - 
including eight of our youth – brought Christian love and Christmas cheer to families at 
SAMM Santa’s Workshop at Haven for Hope.  And through the generosity of our 
members, 50 less fortunate children and adults enjoyed the multitudes of brightly-wrapped 
gifts and food given to the Family Service Association Adopt-an-Angel program. 
  
We had 31 children and five youth bring the Christmas story to reality for us all in the 
Christmas pageant.  At the service of Lessons and Carols, we were moved by early 
American, German and Spanish music supporting scriptures that foretold the coming of 
the Messiah.   
 
And almost 500 members and visitors worshipped with us on Christmas Eve!   
Wasn’t it exciting to see so many of our members’ extended families attend both services? 
One quick story.  During the preparation for the lighting of the candles, the choir moved 
down the outside aisles to sing Silent Night, and my wife, Karin, was positioned next to 
John and Claudia Malitz’s large clan.  Their new grandbaby, Grace, was disgruntled and all 
efforts by Stephanie and Jimmy to calm her with the pacifier were being rejected.  She 
continued to cry while the ushers were lighting the candles.  Her face was tense and she 
was not happy despite all of our anticipation for the coming of the Christ child.  
  
Then Peter Gross began playing “Silent Night” and the choir started singing in 
German.  Suddenly as if by magic, sweet Gracie’s face relaxed, her eyes closed and she 
drifted off to a peaceful sleep.  No kidding … peace on earth.  See, we Lutherans with our 
singing in German about the birth of Jesus IS still magic!  (And now the Malitz family is 
hurriedly downloading all of the German music they can find for sweet baby Grace.) 
  
Thanks to Pastor Leslie, our tireless office staff and all of you for making this such a 
memorable Christmas!  And special thanks to our Maker for coming up with the concept 
of Time… 
  
Call if you have news, Bob Oliver 

From the Council President... 
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The Gospel of Mark is not just good news about Jesus. It reveals, sometimes in surprising and scandalous ways, how 
Jesus is God's good news to us. This winter, our lectionary (the scripture selections we read each Sunday in worship) 
brings us through many passages from Mark.  And on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. during adult education at Faith 
University, you will have an opportunity to become something of an expert yourself as we spend each Sunday 
through February 19 delving into Mark’s simple but gripping gospel. Participant guides are available but not 
necessary. If you’d like one, place your order with the office. Guides cost $10 each.  

Faith University:  
Exploring Mark’s Gospel 

Please help us celebrate the First Communion of our 5th grade students on Sunday, February 19.  These young 
people will receive their First Communion during the service and we will celebrate this stepping stone in their faith 
journey with a small reception in the CrossWay following the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 
These students, along with their parents, will go on a retreat on Saturday, February 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
where they will learn the meaning of Holy Communion, bake Communion bread for the congregation, and paint 
their own chalice (cup for wine) and paten (plate for bread) Communion set.   
 
Join us to congratulate and support these students as they partake in this central part of our worship and faith life 
that unites us all in Christ.  What a milestone! 

First Communion Sunday is Coming! 

On Wednesday, February 15, we're kickin' up our heels and heading to the San Antonio Rodeo! The rodeo events 
begin at 7 p.m. and the Band Perry will follow! It's guaranteed boot-stomping cowboy fun.  Tickets are $10 and give 
you access to the main rodeo event and all of the rodeo grounds. Tickets can be purchased from the church office. 
We will drive as families and individuals and meet at our seats. Please join us for a night of big Texas fun as we show 
Pastor Marie what mutton bustin' is all about. 
 
Thanks to Will & Elizabeth Garrett for helping to coordinate this event! 

Let's Rodeo, CLC!  



The Junior High Youth are rising to a huge service challenge – an annual effort to raise money for Haven for Hope 
in San Antonio – and they need your help.  On Super Bowl Sunday, February 5, youth will be in the Narthex with 
large soup pots.  Please drop a few dollars or change in the pots as you leave worship.  ALL money will be given to 
Haven for Hope to assist their broad scope of ministry.  It’s a “Boys vs. Girls” challenge to raise the most money in 
the soup pots … so we hope you’ll reach deep in those pockets and help our youth help others.    

Souper Bowl of Caring 
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All Senior High Youth (and their friends) are invited to join Pastor Leslie and Mike for fun and fellowship on 
Sunday, February 12 from 5-8 p.m.  Pizza, snacks, Wii games, hot tub … wow!  Bring swimsuits, a towel, any Wii 
games you want to play ... and a friend!  Questions?  Call the church office at 822-3394. 

Senior High Youth:  
Party with the Kidas!  

On Saturday February 18, parents and children are invited to throw on your jeans and a hoodie for a half-day 
excursion to Kerrville to check out Camp Chrysalis … a preview of Christ Lutheran Camp Week July 15-20, 2012.  
It’s a great chance for moms, dads and kids to see this beautiful camp, enjoy the fresh air and think about the 
transformative experience camp can be for a child.  After your sneak peek, you can decide whether your child is 
ready for a camping experience … and we think you’ll like what you see.   
 
We will meet at Christ Lutheran Primrose parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to caravan to 391 Upper Turtle Creek Road in 
Kerrville, the site of Lutheran Camp Chrysalis.  Once there, a staff member will take us on a tour of the facility – 
including cabins, dining hall, swimming pool, creek, multiple outdoor worship/gathering areas and rock climb.  After 
our tour of Camp Chrysalis, we will travel into town and stop at Classic Burger, a popular Kerrville lunch place, 
before we head back to Christ Lutheran. 
   
Please join us for this lovely opportunity for families to enjoy a mini-getaway in the Hill Country.  We start at  
9:00 a.m. and we should return by 2:00 p.m.  
 
Call Karin Oliver for questions or carpool choices: 826-1450 or rkarinoliver@satx.rr.com. 

Family Fun:  A Saturday Field Trip 
to Camp Chrysalis … With Lunch!  
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Go on … admit it.  You’d love to try your hands at handbells.  Those melodious instruments are calling out to you:  
Play me!  Play me! 
 
CLC is blessed to own a beautiful handbell collection and to have an impassioned Bell Choir to play these beautiful 
instruments that enhance our worship.  And when it comes to handbell players, the more the merrier.  You don’t 
have to be a musician to participate … you just need a love of music and to be able to count.  Can you count?  Then 
let us count you in.  And the beauty is … you don’t have to make a lifetime commitment.  Give it a try, join this 
friendly bunch of handbell aficionados and see where it takes you.  Call Cyndi Erp at 210-347-7356 and she’ll boost 
your confidence. 

Got Bells!  Need Hands! 

We are all elated at how quickly our congregation has been growing over recent years. Thanks to the many of you 
who have invited friends, co-workers, neighbors and more. Thanks to the many of you who have welcomed 
newcomers into our midst with more than just a friendly hello. Thanks to many of you who have recently increased 
your families - adding not only new members but also lots of baptisms to our worship services! 
 
All of this … well, not that last reason for growth, but the others … has led to one tiny little problem: where to park 
on Sunday morning?!? Parish Council is pro-actively looking into some possibilities for expanding our parking lot on 
Primrose, and for that we say a big thank you! But there is more that can be done.  
 
Consider this my official plea for able-bodied members to please use the high school lots and parking 
located on Castano and walk the few extra steps to the sanctuary. I have phoned Assistant Principal Collins of 
Alamo Heights High School to thank the school for the use of their parking facilities and to make certain that we are 
allowed to use their lots on Sunday mornings.  Mr. Collins graciously agreed that our use of the lots was allowed and 
indeed a good thing, and he congratulated us on our membership growth. Thanks and double thanks to Alamo 
Heights High School! 
 
If you need a few more good reasons to park across the street, I’ve composed the following list: 1) easy access to 
attending Adult Education, which meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings, 2) a quick walk on 
Sunday morning from across Castano helps you torch up to twenty additional calories, 3) if you are worried about 
staying awake during the sermon, in winter months, the dash through the cold air could give you a needed jolt, 4) 
using the crosswalk each Sunday gives us an excellent opportunity to fight the rampant crime of jaywalking. Consider 
these reasons, but in all seriousness, consider helping our church continue to grow by making room for visitors to 
park in the main lot and allowing closer access to the sanctuary for those who need it, including our elderly and 
infirm. 
 
Thanks so much from your incredibly grateful Senior Pastor! 
- Pastor Leslie 

Where to Park? 
(And some pastoral tips on weight loss, crime-fighting and 
other helpful ideas) 



I am guessing that relatively few members of our church have had the enormous blessing of traveling to the Holy 
Land. I know that it remains on my bucket list of places I would love to go. But this Lent, you won’t need a 
passport to join us on the tour of a lifetime. Each Wednesday throughout Lent, we will visit one of the historic 
locations in Jerusalem that played a key role in Jesus’ life and death. Worship services will be held at noon and 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays and will take us to the Temple, through a Passover Meal, to the palaces of the wealthy leaders, 
through the Garden of Gethsemane, and finally to the foot of the cross on Golgotha. Pastor Marie will enhance 
this tour with her own photos of these sacred places.  
 
Lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall after the noon service and all are invited to join us for dinner at Beto’s 
following the 6:30 p.m. service where we will grab a bunch of tables as needed. Sunday mornings, “little Easters,” 
throughout Lent, will remind us of God’s lasting promises to us. Jesus’ death and resurrection may have happened 
long ago in an ancient and unfamiliar city, but the promise of new life, forgiveness and hope we find in these events 
are as real today as they were those many years ago. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 22.  Lenten 
Wednesdays are February 29 and March 7, 14, 21 and 28.   
  
 -Pastor Leslie 

The Season of Lent:  
Ancient City, Lasting Promise 
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Okay, so it’s not ALL about reading.  It’s about conversation, fellowship, snacking … and reading/book discussion.  
We hope you’ll join us!  After a January departure into poetry (acclaimed by the group as a departure worthy of 
repeating), we return to a regular book discussion in February on the 7th.  Meet us at the Primrose House on the 
CLC campus at 6:45 p.m.  Dorothy Woods will guide the discussion of John Grisham's exciting novel, The 
Associate.  
 
Looking ahead to March 6, we’ll discuss In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror and an American Family in Hitler’s 
Berlin by Erik Larson. 

CLC Book Club … Reading Adventures! 

Please join the Women of Christ Lutheran Church as we honor our Sweetheart for 2012.  You’re invited to a 
reception following the 10:30 a.m. service on February 12 to celebrate our Secret Sweetheart’s many years of service 
to God and CLC. Please join us in the CrossWay for refreshments and to show our appreciation! 

Celebrate Our CLC Sweetheart 
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First be reconciled to your brother or sister. . .  
For some people, the moments in the liturgy following the prayers of the church are awkward ones. The presiding 
minister offers these words: "The peace of Christ be with you always." The congregation responds "And also with 
you." The members of the congregation are then invited to "share the peace" with one another. What does that 
really mean? 
 
Sharing God’s peace is not simply offering a friendly hello to those sitting around you. Sharing God’s peace is not a 
time for catching up on news with your neighbor or for reminding someone about an upcoming meeting. Sharing 
God’s peace does not require each worshiper to offer a sign of God’s peace to every other worshiper present. 
 
Sharing God’s peace with one another is an act of reconciliation. It is an opportunity for God’s people to be 
reconciled with one another as they offer their gifts to God and before they receive the gift of Holy Communion. 
 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel, lays a foundation for the practice of sharing God’s 
peace. "So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come 
and offer your gift" (Matthew 5:23-24). 
 
That the sharing of the peace follows the prayers of the church is not accidental. Having been forged into a common 
people in Holy Baptism, the congregation prays for peace in the Church, peace in the world, and peace for all those 
in need. Then the congregation follows through with the people offering peace and reconciliation to one another. 
This is not human peace alone, but the peace which is possible only through Christ. Then, after the exchange of 
peace, material gifts are offered to God, for the well-being and peace of the Church, the world, and its people. 
Finally, having prayed for and enacted the peace, we receive the Holy Communion. 
 
Seen in context, it is clear why the exchange of Christ’s peace is not a time for saying "Good morning," or for 
commenting on a neighbor’s new outfit, or for reminding someone about next week’s potluck supper. It is, rather, a 
time to set aside our human differences and to recognize and enact our baptismal unity as children of God. 
 
What can the exchange of peace teach us for daily living? Christians are a people who seek reconciliation with one 
another. Making peace is a daily action in our lives. We do not need to wait to come to church on Sunday morning in 
order to make peace with our neighbors and our family members. Sharing God’s peace is a daily opportunity. 
 
Resources 
Van Loon, Ralph R. and S. Anita Stauffer. Worship Wordbook. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1995. This 
"worship dictionary" offers historical information and practical guidance regarding the rites and rubrics of Lutheran 
Book of Worship and Occasional Services. An important reference volume for use by pastors, worship committees, and 
altar guilds. ISBN: 0806605480. 
 
Reprinted from http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning/FAQs/Exchange-of-Peace.aspx 

What is the "Exchange of Peace?" 
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Pastor Marie’s Installation 
January 22, 2012 

Pastor Marie receives a blessing from  
Pastor Sandra Leifeste 

Pastor Leslie & Pastor Marie 
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Sandy and Ron Morander must be doing something right. Their universe is aligned and life is good.  It’s very good.  
They moved to San Antonio from the Boston area last year so Sandy could advance her 17-year-career with the 
YMCA by assuming the reins as CEO of the 12 area YMCAs.  Ron, ever the good sport, tagged along and lo and 
behold, he, too, found his dream job – as General Manager of Morgan’s Wonderland.   
 
And although they were sad to leave their firstborn son, Kyle, behind (Sandy says Kyle considers the Northeast 
home and decided to stay), they brought 21-year-old son Michael along for the adventure. Michael, too, is enjoying 
his new place in life, “on a path of self-discovery,” his proud mom says, “studying culinary arts at St. Philip’s 
College.” 
 
Returning to Texas is returning home.  The couple began their married life in Dallas and both sons are Texas-born.  
Sandy says it feels good to come full circle and to be in San Antonio, “where I can use my gifts and talents in a 
community that is doing really positive things.”  With the Y’s family wellness centers, early childhood education 
centers and camp, she says this is a growing community with a lot of promise.  “It charges me every day to come to 
work,” she says.  She is grateful to be in an organization where “you’re making a difference every day.” 
 
As the daughter of a retired Lutheran pastor, Sandy says, “It’s no small coincidence that my work is my ministry.  My 
Christian journey and YMCA journey are one.” 
 
And Ron has found that he, too, can use his gifts and talents to make a difference in the lives of the special needs 
kids served by Morgan’s Wonderland.  Sandy says, “Ron has always had a passion for special needs kids … he 
started his career working in a special needs center.  For many years, he was in the indoor sports business … and in 
this job, he can combine his love of kids, special needs and sports.” 
 
Christ Lutheran is delighted to welcome the Morander family.  Sandy says she was gently steered to us by Bob Oliver 
and Marty Loeber, YMCA board members who convinced her that Christ Lutheran would be a good match for her 
family.  One visit and she was at home.  They’ve since joined a dinner group and hope that when their professional 
lives settle they might become more involved.  Their lives are very full and busy and they cherish family time when 
they can grab it.  Ron, raised Catholic, happily converted to Lutheranism when he fell in love with Sandy and, she 
says, “He’s very comfortable in the Lutheran church.  It’s an important part of our lives.” 
 
They’re an athletic family.  Sandy earned a degree in exercise physiology at Keene State College in New Hampshire 
where she played field hockey.   Ron, who has coached football and baseball, played pro baseball in a rookie league 
for the St. Louis Cardinals.  He graduated from North Texas State after playing baseball for Arizona State and 
Massasoit Community College.   When they can, Sandy and Ron play golf – another plus for moving to Texas.  Year 
‘round golf climate … wow!  Michael has played baseball and football and now plays pickup basketball in a men’s 
league at the Y.  He also plays tennis. 
 
The Moranders recently bought a home and are nesting and becoming real Texans again.  We’re so glad they’re 
making an impact on our city and grateful that they chose our congregation as their church family.  Let’s all get to 
know them!  Welcome, Moranders! 
 
 -Jan Norris 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!   
Sandy, Ron & Michael Morander 



CLC benevolence reaches far into the non-profit community.  Our Benevolence 
Committee awards gifts to dozens of area organizations that serve the poor, the hungry, 
the homeless, the voiceless and others who need a helping hand.  Twenty percent of our 
regular offerings support benevolence. 
 
Our members are also visible in the community, giving of their time and resources as 
volunteers.  One of the organizations that has been featured at our spring Benevolence 
Fairs to build their corps of volunteers is Child Advocates of San Antonio (CASA).  Two 
of our members – Gene Norris and Dale Anderson – have served as longtime volunteers 
and if others of you are involved with CASA, please let us know. 
 
CASA is continually seeking volunteers to become court-appointed special advocates for 
children who have been removed from their homes because of abuse and neglect.  CASA 
volunteers make incredible differences in the lives of the children they serve.  Their 
influence can keep siblings together in safe and permanent homes through adoption by 
relatives or other loving families.  Volunteers receive 33 hours of initial training and are 
asked to pursue an additional 12 hours of continuing education. 
 
It is challenging, rewarding work.  If you’re interested in serving as a CASA volunteer, 
visit the CASA website at www.casatx.org for details. 

CLC Benevolence Focus: 
CASA 
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Staff 
The Rev. Leslie Kida  

Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. Marie Purcell  
Associate Pastor 

 

Marilyn Hamilton 
Director of Day School 

 

Becky Richard 
Office Manager/Bookkeeper 

 

Linda Sulser 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Dr. Dan Long 
Choir Director 

 

Peter Gross 
Organist 

 

Rosario Alferez 
Church “Keeper” 

 

Sam Tenorio 
Custodian 

 
 

Parish 
Council 

Bob Oliver, President 
Will Garrett, Vice Pres. 
Terry Bowen, Treasurer 

Debbie Vasquez, Secretary 
Ken Thompson, Trustee 

Lisa Chegin, Trustee 
Kim Fischer, Trustee 
Pastor Leslie Kida 

Pastor Marie Purcell 

Do you knit or crochet?  Marty Halstead is exploring the possibility of forming a Prayer 
Shawl Group to get together and create Prayer Shawls.  Prayer shawls are hand-knitted or 
crocheted from soft, comforting yarn and lovingly blessed by the persons who make 
them.  When you wrap your gift of love around the shoulders of one who needs comfort, 
it is a precious, warm and heartening reminder to the wearer that someone cares.   
 
If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please call Marty Halstead at  
210-822-5590. 
 
 

Create a Prayer Shawl … 
and Share Your Love 
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Lent begins on February 22 with  
Ash Wednesday 

Please join us during this season of Lent 
Lenten Services 

Ash Wednesday Services – February 22 
12 noon and 6:30 p.m.  

Lunch served after the noon service. Dinner at Beto’s after the 6:30 p.m. service. 
 

Lenten Services– February 29 and March 7, 14, 21 and 28 
12 noon & 6:30 p.m. 

Lunch served after the noon service. Dinner at Beto’s after the 6:30 p.m. service. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service – April 5 
7:00 p.m. 

  
Good Friday Service – April 6 
7:00 p.m. Tennebrae Service 

  
Easter Sunday Services – April 8 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt 


