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June 11, 2007

Dear Members and friends of the Congregation,

Discerning the call of God is difficult and risky. But over the past two years my sense has been that God is pulling me forward beyond full time parish ministry. Conversations with family, friends and trusted advisors have validated that sense of direction. On June 5th I completed 30 years of ordained ministry and under ELCA policy have the option to retire. I have discussed this option with Bishop Tiemann and the congregation’s leadership. After much prayer and soul searching I have decided to retire as Senior Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church in December 2007. 

When you called me as your Associate Pastor in 1980, I had no idea that I would spend the next 27 years as your pastor. You and the people of God who have called this congregation home during that time have been a blessing to me. You have prayed for me, encouraged me, corrected me, forgiven me and allowed me to share the joys and sorrows of your life. I deeply appreciate the trust and respect you have afforded me.

I am very thankful for the fine leaders who have served alongside me. The congregational presidents have been especially helpful and supportive. The Parish Council members have been prudent and wise in their deliberations and decisions, always working in the congregation’s best interests. Over the years I’ve been surrounded by a dedicated and faithful staff that has been a joy to work with. Their dedication and commitment have been a daily inspiration to me.

I believe that there is a bright future for our congregation. We have generous, faithful members, a rich and strong tradition, a positive financial situation and a well-maintained, attractive facility. There are exciting new challenges and opportunities to look forward to in our 76th year and beyond.

Over the next seven months there will be much to do to close out my ministry. I look forward to completing the plaza project, working on the Habitat house, celebrating our 75th Anniversary, welcoming new members, providing pastoral care and beginning the transition toward new pastoral leadership. You will be hearing more from Lewis Westerman in the days ahead about how that process will work. I know it will be an energizing time as you consider possibilities for the future.

At this time I do not yet know what the future holds for me. I want to be open to new possibilities and will use the next few months to ponder and pray about what I will do after retiring from full time parish ministry. 

The one thing I am certain of is God’s continued grace and blessing for you and for me as we move forward. I ask for your prayers during this time of personal transition and I will certainly be praying for you and our congregation as you seek to discern God’s path into the future.

Sincerely

Steve Rode,

Senior Pastor
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